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U.S. Serial No. 10/680,951 (Attorney Dkl; HALB:010D2) 
Art Unit: 1712 

REMARKS 
Claim Objections 

The Examiner has objected to claims 11, 12, and 16-40 because of informalities, 
Specifically, the Examiner has stated that: 

In claim 11, although the emulsion is an invert emulsion, it is not necessarily a water-in- 
oil emulsion, since glycerin may comprise all of the internal phase. The removal of the 
term "water-in-oil" from claim 1 1 would clarify the claim. 

In claim 12, the term "and calcium chloride as the internal phase" appears. Since calcium 
chloride in water is the internal phase, not pure calcium chloride, suitable language such 
as "water comprising calcium chloride as the internal phase" or " and comprising calcium 
chloride in the internal phase" should be used. 

Applicants have amended claim 1 1 accordingly and have canceled claim 12. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The Examiner has rejected claims 12 and 29-40 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by 
Mueller (5232910). Specifically, the Examiner has stated that "Mueller teaches an invert 
emulsion comprising isobutyl oleate as the external phase and calcium chloride solution as the 
internal phase in a ratio within the scope of claim 39". Further the Examiner has stated that 
"Example 2 teaches that the fluid comprises a barite weighting agent, emulsifiers, wetting agent 
(lignite) and suspending agents (bentonite) as in the present claims 30 and 38. ** According to the 
Examiner, "die fluid would inherently possess the properties of the present invention, since the 
same formulation is used/' Applicants' different use, as a spotting fluid, is said to not 
distinguish over the prior art. 

Applicants have canceled claims 12 and 29-40. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the claims as amended arc now in condition for 
allowance and Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to allow the application to proceed 
to issue. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Date: J™ ,0.2005 ^^^jL^J 

Karen B. Tripp, Reg. No. 30,052 
Attorney at Law 
P.O. Box 1301 
Houston, Texas 7725 1 - 1 30 1 
(713)658-9323 phone 
(713)658-9410 fax 
ktripp@tripplaw.com e-mail 

c: Craig W. Roddy, Esq. 
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